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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PROPOSALS SHALL BE SUBMITTED 

PRIOR TO 2:00 PM ON SEPTEMBER 13, 2010 

FOR

LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY

 FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A 

SOLAR ENERGY ARRAY

Lease of Real Property for 

Construction of A Solar Energy Array

The Town of Scituate, acting through its Board of Selectmen, seeks competitive proposals for the lease of  certain Town‑owned real property to construct a commercial or utility class solar energy array and associated equipment for the purpose of supplying electrical energy to Town facilities.  The lease shall be for a term of up to twenty years. 

The Request for Proposals is available via email from the Director of Public Works (abangert@town.scituate.ma.us).  To be considered, proposals must be received before 2:00 PM on  September 13, 2010 at which time all proposals will be opened in the Selectmen’s Hearing Room and a Register of Proposals prepared.  The Town of Scituate reserves the right to reject any or all proposals.  MGL Chapter 30B, shall govern all procedures.

Timeline and Contact Information

Primary Contact:



Mr. Albert Bangert





Director of Public Works 





600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway





Scituate, MA 02066





Ph. 781-545-8831





Fax 781-545-8704 





email: abangert@town.scituate.ma.us

Projected Selection Timeline:
Published in Patriot Ledger


August 2, 2010, August 11, 2010

Published in Central Register 


August 11, 2010

Optional Pre-Bid Meeting and Site Visit:
August 26, 2010 at 10:00 AM







Town Hall, Selectmen’s Hearing Room







600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway, Scituate

Final Inquiry Date: 



September 3, 2010 at 10:00 AM

Submit to:




Town of Scituate







Attn: Ms Patricia Vinchesi, Town Administrator

600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway, Scituate

Location, Date and Time of opening:

September 13, 2010 at 2:00 PM






Town Hall, Selectmen’s Hearing Room

600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway, Scituate

Anticipated Initial Evaluation Complete:
September 17, 2010

Anticipated Interviews:


Beginning the week of September 20, 2010

Anticipated Selection for Negotiations:
October 4, 2010

Anticipated Contract Award:


October 25, 2010

Request for Proposals:  Lease of Real Property for 

Construction of Solar Energy Array

INVITATION
The Town of Scituate, Massachusetts seeks competitive proposals for the lease of certain parcel of Town‑owned real property adjacent to the Municipal Transfer Station located at 280 Driftway, Scituate, Massachusetts together with a non‑exclusive easement for reasonable access for the purpose of constructing, installing, operating and maintaining a solar energy array to provide electrical energy via net metering to Town-owned facilities.

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To be considered, a proposal must be received before 2:00 PM on September 13, 2010 by the office of the Town Administrator.  Late proposals will be returned unopened.  An orginal and eight copies of the Proposal shall be placed in a sealed envelope marked on the outside as “RFP: SOLAR ENERGY ARRAY” and delivered to:




Town of Scituate, attn: Patricia A. Vinchesi, Town Administrator



Town Hall



600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway




Scituate, MA  02066

Project Proposal

The proposal shall include the following:

1. a letter of intent outlining the proposer’s interest in this project and the qualifications of the proposer to perform the scope of services;

2. a clearly defined plan of services for completion of the project including a description of the proposer’s internal operations, its management systems, a list of personnel with an organizational chart, and the names and qualifications of all personnel who will be assigned to the project.  The plan of services shall include a description of the manner in which the proposer will execute the project, a schedule for completion of the scope of services with detailed timelines, a description of anticipated operation and maintenance services, and a discussion of financial capability to complete the project on schedule;

3. a financing plan describing an overall approach and plan including possible sources of funds, use of revenue streams other than sale of energy to the Town;

4. a proposed site layout of the solar plant;

5. a discussion of the allocation of liability between the proposer and the Town during construction and operating periods;

6. resumes of the key individual(s) who will lead the project and a listing of projects of similar nature performed by the proposer including contact names and current telephone numbers;

7. signed disclosure of beneficial interests, non-collusion, and tax compliance certificate.  (Form 2 attached).
Price Proposal

The electrical energy price and production proposal shall be on the attached Form 1 and enclosed in a separate sealed envelope marked “Price Proposal.” The proposer shall bid on the lowest cost of electrical energy (price per kWh) they are willing to provide the Town in an Energy Service Agreement for the 20-year term.  The proposal shall include guaranteed minimum energy production in each year.

Security Deposit

All proposals shall include a Security Deposit of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in the form of a certified, cashier’s or bank check.  The Security Deposits shall be returned upon the execution of the lease by the Town and the successful proposer.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

1. The Town will lease for $1.00 per year a parcel of land located at Assessor’s Map 53, Lot 2-11, to a solar energy developer for the purpose of constructing and operating a solar array to generate electricital energy to reduce the Town’s energy costs to the maximim extent feasible.  The parcel (Attachment 1) includes approximately 15 acres of land on top of the landfill capped in 2000.

2. The developer shall erect a new and unused solar array appropriately sized for the property.  

3. The developer shall construct, operate, and maintain  the solar array and associated equipment at its own expense.  The array must be fully operational within 18 months of the signing date of the Lease Agreement.  Liquidated damages will be assessed if the array is not fully operational within 18 months if the delay is within the control of the developer.  The amount of the liquidated damage payments will equal $850.00 per day.

4. The developer shall construct a recreational walking trail around the perimeter of the solar array and a 350 square foot open-style “picnic  shelter” with an educational display about solar energy for use by local schools and residents.
5. The developer shall attend periodic meetings to discuss the project, provide progress updates, and make presentations to boards and committees.  Some meetings may be conducted outside of normal business hours.  All travel and related expenses for this project is to be included in the price proposal.

6. The developer will be required to meet all local planning and zoning requirements and will be responsible for all permits, taxes, and related costs.

7. Upon execution of the lease, the developer shall be required to post a bond or letter of credit with a minimum rating of “A-“ with the Town in the amount of $100,000 to ensure proper removal of the equipment in the event of default, bankruptcy or dissolution of the developer which causes the equipment to be abandoned for a period of more than six (6) months.
8. Prior to commemncement of construction, the developer shall submit a report by a qualified professional engineer or other appropriate professional who shall certify the structural integrity of the proposed array. 

9. The Town shall be the purchaser of the power to be generated. A 20-year Net Metering Power Sales Agreement will be formalized with the developer.

10. The successful developer will be required to indemnify and hold harmless the Town of Scituate for any damage to life or property that may occur due to its negligence or that of its employees, contractors, subcontractors (if any) or agents. Further, the developer will maintain commercial general liability insurance with limits of not less than two million ($2,000,000.00) per occurrence, four million ($4,000,000.00) aggregate, which policy will name the Town as an additional insured.

A draft of the intended Lease Agreement and Net Metering Power Purchase Agreement are included as attachments to this document.

SELECTION METHODOLOGY

The Town will review and rank the submitted proposals using the following evaluation criteria.  The Town reserves the right to award the lease to the developer with the most advantageous proposal, taking into consideration all project evaluation criteria as well as energy price and guarenteed minimum production capacity.

Evaluation Criteria

· Experience – The extent of the firm’s experience in designing, financing, constructing and operating commercial or utility grade solar energy facilities. Additional consideration will be given to firms with experience constructing and operating such facilities on capped landfills.  (25%)

· Project  Team – The relevant experience and quality of project personnel and the commitment of them to the proposed project in Scituate. (25%)

· Financial Capability - The demonstrated ability of the proposer to obtain financing to ensure the timely completion of the project. (25%)

· Schedule – The demonstrated ability of the proposer to hold to a committed schedule. (25%)

PRE-BID MEETING AND SITE VISIT

There will be an optional pre-bid meeting followed by a site visit on Thursday, August 26 starting at 10:00 AM in the Selectmen’s Hearing Room, Town Hall, 600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway, Scituate.  A record will be made of all questions and responses.
QUESTIONS

To be considered all questions and inquiries concerning this RFP should be submitted by email no later than September 3, 2010 to abangert@town.scituate.ma.us.  Inquiries will not be answered directly. The Town will issue an addendum to address the written questions submitted. Any addenda will be sent electronically. It is the responsibility of the Respondent to contact Mr. Bangert via the email address above prior to the submittal deadline to ensure that the Respondent has received all addenda issued by the Town.

-END -

FORM 1

PRICE PROPOSAL

(Please note that this Form must be placed in a separate envelope marked “Price Proposal.”)

A. The undersigned proposes to lease for $1.00 per year up to 15 +/- acres of  Town‑owned land situated at 280 Driftway, Scituate, MA, for the sole purpose of constructing, operating and maintaining a large solar array and associated equipment to provide electrical energy to the Town facilities via a Net Metering Power Sales Agreement.  The term of the lease shall be 20 years.

B. The undersigned proposes to construct and operate a solar energy array:

Nameplate capacity   _____________ kW 

C. The undersigned proposes to sell the output of the array to the Town of Scituate at the following rates:

Years 1 through 3      _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year

Years 4 through 6      _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year

Years 7 through 9      _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year




Years 10 through 12  _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year




Years 13 through 15  _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year

Years 16 through 18  _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year

Years 19 through 20  _______ cents/kWh
Guarenteed minimum output __________ MWh/year

Name of firm making the proposal: 
______________________________________________ 

Authorized Signature: 

______________________________________________

Title: 



______________________________________________

Date:



_______________

FORM 2

CERTIFICATE OF NON‑COLLUSION

The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this proposal has been made and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person. As used in this Certification, the word "person" shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union, committee, club, or other organization, entity or group of individuals.

_________________________________________                                     ________

Signature

                                               Date

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

CERTIFICATION AS TO COMPLIANCE WITH TAX LAWS

I, the duly authorized representative of ____________________________  certify 
under the pains and penalties of perjury that said _________________________________ has complied with all laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts relating to taxes.

 __​​​_______________________________________



________

 Signature

                                                Date

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

DISCLOSURE OF BENEFICIAL INTERESTS

The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this proposal has been made and submitted with the below as required by Chapter 7, Section 40J of the General Laws of Massachusetts.  The following names and addresses represent all persons who have or will have a direct or indirect beneficial interest in the subject parcel if the Town of Scituate offers to lease a portion of the parcel to the undersigned:

Name    
Address 

_______________________________              ______________________________________

_______________________________              ______________________________________

_______________________________              ______________________________________

_______________________________              ______________________________________

_______________________________
              ______________________________________ 

________________________________________                                          _________

Signature


              Date

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 – Scituate Landfill Topographic Survey

Attachment 2 – Draft Lease

Attachment 3 – Draft PPA

