[bookmark: _xqjlk24df2sf]Frequently Asked Questions for Black Plastic Ban - Special Town Meeting Warrant Articles 12

Banning Black Plastic (Article 12)

1. Why do we need to ban black plastic?
Black plastic kitchenware is often made from recycled electronic waste, which can contain unregulated amounts of toxic chemicals including heavy metals and flame retardants.  These chemicals can migrate into food, especially when heated, and pose a hazard to human health. A 2024 study conducted by scientists from Toxic Free Future and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam published in Chemosphere found high levels of cancer-causing, hormone-disrupting flame retardant chemicals in a variety of household products made with black plastics including food serviceware, kitchen utensils, and toys.
 
Black plastic (largely single-use food containers) makes up 15% of all plastic waste.  Although black plastic is technically recyclable, the vast majority is not recycled because the near-infrared technology used by recycling facilities to sort plastics cannot “see” the color black. As a result of this failure, most black plastic items end up in our landfills, incinerators, or littered in our environment after just one single use.

2. What types of black plastic items are banned? 
All black plastic food containers and utensils, including service utensils, would be banned under this bylaw.

3. What types of containers can restaurants or caterers use instead of black plastic?
There are several options available to restaurants or caterers.  They can switch to white plastic, clear plastic, aluminum, compostable, or cardboard containers.

4. Will switching from black plastic to another type of container increase costs for the food establishment?
According to Boston Showcase Company, a restaurant supply store which is located on the Needham/Newton line, white or clear plastic containers and black plastic containers cost the exact same price.  Online restaurant suppliers like Webstaurant Store offer a wide variety of options.  Black and white plastic items listed on Webstauarant Store are comparable in price - sometimes the white plastic item is 2-3 cents more expensive per container, but sometimes the white plastic item is less expensive.  Currently, Restaurant Depot only carries black plastic items. However, if black plastic was banned in Needham, Restaurant Depot would need to find an alternative as well.

Compostable options tend to be more expensive.  Aluminum foil containers tend to be less expensive - almost half the price of black plastic containers. 

Below is a chart which shows a cost comparison between common takeout container sizes. Restaurants in Needham use many different vendors, so this list is not exhaustive, but it does give a representation of cost comparisons.

	Black vs. White Plastic Takeout Containers Cost Comparison

	
	
	
	
	

	38 oz rectangular takeout containers
	Count
	Price
	Per unit
	

	Webstaurant - Black
	150 ct
	39.99
	0.27
	

	Webstaurant - White
	150 ct
	41.99
	0.28
	

	Restaurant Depot - Black
	150 ct
	43.30
	0.29
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	16 oz Round container
	Count
	Price
	Per unit
	

	Webstaurant - Black
	150 ct
	23.99
	0.16
	

	Webstaurant - White
	150 ct
	27.49
	0.18
	

	Restaurant Depot - Black
	150 ct
	26.63
	0.18
	

	
	
	
	
	

	12 oz rectangle take out container
	Count
	Price
	Per unit
	

	Webstaurant - Black
	150 ct
	21.99
	0.15
	

	Webstaurant - White
	150 ct
	25.49
	0.17
	

	Restaurant Depot - Black
	150 ct
	30.56
	0.20
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Takeout Containers
	
	Case
	Individual
	

	Paperboard 7.75 x 5.5
	 
	41.99
	0.21
	

	Eco choice 9 X 6 x 3
	 
	45.99
	0.23
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Aluminum takeout
	
	
	
	

	Foil Pans 9 inch round
	500
	56.22
	 
	

	Pan lid - 9 inch round
	 
	23.73
	 
	

	Total
	 
	79.95
	0.16
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Portion cups
	
	Case of 2500
	

	Webstaurant Black 2 oz
	 
	18.99
	
	

	Webstaurant Clear 2 oz
	 
	17.99
	
	

	Restaurant Depot Clear 2 oz cup
	 
	16.49
	
	

	Restaurant Depot Black 2oz cup
	 
	20.40
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


5. Were restaurants and caterers contacted about the ban?
Yes.  The Charles River Regional Chamber reached out to the restaurants in Newton to see how the transition from black plastic to alternative take out containers had impacted them since the rollout of the ordinance in 2023.  The feedback they received  from businesses indicated that the black plastic ban was not a significant issue for them. 

The town of Needham conducted a survey of restaurants and food establishments in Needham.  The survey was emailed to approximately 207 locations.  14 responded.  Of the 14 that responded, 9 suggested that converting from black plastic would cost their business more.  However, one of these restaurants also indicated that they do not currently use black plastic, so their response was confusing.  Another one commented that moving to a compostable option would cost their business more.  This bylaw does not require restaurants to switch to compostable packaging, which is more expensive.  The only requirement is to stop using black plastic.  

6. Have any neighboring communities banned black plastic?
Black plastic was banned in Newton over a year ago, and restaurants there said that it was not difficult or costly to find alternatives.  In addition, Swampscott banned black plastic in 2023, and also reported that restaurants had no difficulty in finding alternatives.

Pembroke, MA is also considering a black plastic ban this Spring at their Town Meeting.  They have support from their local Business Chamber.

7. Does banning black plastic have an impact at the Needham Transfer station?
White plastic #5 will get recycled in Needham's commingled recycling and black plastic will not.  This means there is value in the white plastic and cost associated with the black plastic. However,  the cost/revenue delta for # 5 in our recycling loads is not a major driver of recycling dollars – revenue or cost. 
 
Our recycling processor says, “Black plastic in general is a problem. It’s hard for our optical sorters (and eventually AI guided units) to discern the black color from the conveyor belts. It also causes problems for the companies that do a final color sort and separation of the #5 because black can only be made into black because of the heavy color pigments. All of us would prefer a clear or white #5 container.” 
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